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Overview

In an effort to drive down prices, DSCC is prototyping online reverse auctions for acquisitions valued at $25,000 or less.  Auctions will be conducted in two major Federal Supply Classes (FSCs), 5961 and 2530, for automated solicitations with a “T” or “U” in the ninth position of the solicitation number.  DSCC plans to expand to other FSCs once the concept is proven.
DSCC auctions will be hosted on the DSCC Internet Bid Board System (DIBBS) free of charge to the vendor community.  Gavel icons appearing on the DIBBS RFQ search results, the Internet quote form, and the batch quoting validation results denote an auction candidate.  For these solicitations, quotes must be entered via DIBBS by the return date/time in order to be considered for award.  All quotes that are in strict compliance with solicitation requirements (bids without exception) will be publicly abstracted on DIBBS, except for large business quotes above $2,500 on solicitations set-aside for small business.  Bidders remain anonymous.

In cases where the low bid meets threshold responsibility and price reasonableness criteria set by DSCC’s Procurement Automated Contract Evaluation (PACE) system, the awardee will be posted on DIBBS within minutes after the auction closes.  Where buyer intervention is required, the results of the auction will be announced after manual evaluation and award is complete.
General Bidder Notification

When logging into DIBBS the system will display a pop-up box with a notice (Figure 1) explaining how to identify auction solicitations and, that by submitting a quote on an auction solicitation, vendors agree to the public display of their prices and other price related factors.  Bidders remain anonymous. Users must click OK to confirm that they have read and understand this notice.
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Figure 1 

Open Auctions

The presence of a gavel icon anywhere on the DIBBS web site indicates that the associated solicitation is an open auction.  Gavels are found on the RFQ search results in the auction status column (Figure 2), the batch quote validations page next to the solicitation number (Figure 3), the Internet Quote Form next to the solicitation number (Figure 4), and the DIBBS Quote Search Results page in the auction status column (Figure 8).
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Figure 2
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Figure 3
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Figure 4

Firm Closing

Every auction has an established start and end time consistent with the solicitation’s issue date and Return date/time.  Quotes and any revisions thereto, must be submitted via DIBBS by the exact time specified in the solicitation in order to be considered for award. *  If no Return time is specified in the solicitation, the auction will end at 3:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time (EST) or when applicable Eastern Daylight Time.  All return date/times are synchronized to the U.S. Naval Observatory Clock.  If a return date falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or federal holiday it will be deemed extended to the next business day

If there is an interruption in Government processes (e.g., quotes cannot be submitted on DIBBS within the last hour of the auction) the date/time specified for receipt of quotes will be extended to the same time of day on the first work day on which normal Government processes resume.  Notice of the extension will be provided on DIBBS.  On the other hand, a vendor’s inability to place a bid caused by failure of a vendor’s hardware, software, Internet Service Provider, or the World Wide Web itself, are not cause for extension of an auction.  

Vendor Agreement to Public Display of Quotes

When a vendor attempts to submit a quote on an auction solicitation, they receive a confirm box informing them that by submitting the quote they agree to public display of their quoted price and other price related factors (Figure 5).  If they cannot so agree, they hit cancel and are returned to their quote.
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Figure 5

Public Abstract of Qualified Quotes

A real-time abstract (Figure 6) of qualified quotes (bids without exception) can be viewed by clicking on any of the gavel icons associated with a particular solicitation if a vendor is logged into DIBBS.  If a vendor is not logged into DIBBS and they click on a gavel icon, they will be taken to the DIBBS login window after receiving the general bidder notification pop-up described above.  Once logged in they will be taken directly to the auction solicitation abstract they were attempting to view.

The abstract contains total quoted prices and other factors that could affect price evaluation (inspection and acceptance point, surplus, Buy American) for all qualified quotes.  NOTE: Large business quotes above $2500 are not displayed on solicitations set-aside for small business.  

The abstract also contains a disclaimer explaining that the apparent low quote may not receive the award due to the application of price related evaluation factors and/or price reasonableness and responsibility determinations.  Therefore, vendors are advised to submit quotes even when they cannot submit a price lower than the apparent low quote.
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Figure 6

DIBBS Auctions Page

The DIBBS Auctions Page contains a link to the Auction Users Guide and links to real time sorts of all DIBBS auction solicitations that are Open, Closed, Awarded, Cancelled and Terminated (Figure 7).  The page is accessed from the DIBBS home page by clicking on the RFQ Auctions link. 
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Figure 7

Monitoring Auctions

An easy way for a vendor to monitor auctions on which they have submitted quotes is from the Search Submitted Quotes page (Figure 8).  This page is accessed by clicking on the “Services” link from the DIBBS home page or by clicking on the “Services” button located at the top of many DIBBS pages.  Then click the Search Submitted Quotes link and search for a solicitation or group of solicitations.  The Auction Status Column on the search results provides the most current status as follows:

· Open Auction  - Auction is Open (click on gavel icon to display real-time auction abstract).

· Closed – Auction is closed.  Awaiting award results.

· Buyer Eval – Auction is closed. Buyer evaluation required in order to select an awardee. Results will be displayed at a later date.

· Auction Award –Auction is awarded. (click on status to display awardee information).
· Terminated – Auction Terminated. No qualified quotes received.

· Cancelled – Auction Cancelled.
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Figure 8

Quote Revision and Resubmissions

Quote revisions and resubmissions will overlay previously submitted quotes on the same solicitation in the Government database.  Quotes may be withdrawn by resubmitting a quote with a bid type of “no bid” prior to the Return date/time.

A new feature of DIBBS that is particularly useful for auction solicitations is the ability to revise price and delivery with out having to resubmit the entire quote.  Price and Delivery can be revised directly from search results off the Search Submitted Quotes by clicking on the Revise Price and Delivery Icon [image: image3.png]


.  The new Revise Quote Form allows only price and delivery to be changed.  If additional changes beyond price and delivery are required, the vendor must resubmit a new quote. 

Revising Price and Delivery is a two step process.  Once price and/or delivery has been revised a vendor must click [image: image4.png]


.  Once the validations are complete, if no error messages are received, the vendor clicks [image: image5.png]


.  If error messages are received, the vendor must correct them and repeat the process.  

